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Whilst on my tour the year hefore last for the colleotion of Sanskrit
manuseripts in South Travancore, T came across a palm leat manuseript
of Nitakas in the Mewnlifkure Matham, near Padma-

The acquisition of » 1 N
a rare collection of ndbhapuram, Tt was found to contain 105 leaves

pleys. with ten lines of twenty granthas in each page writ-
ten in old Malayalam characters. Though the manuseript seemed to be
more than three hundred years old, there was no defacement of charac-
ters except in cortain parts of the first twelve leaves, The style and
dignity of conception appearced to me to he such as characterise the great
works of the Rishis, and superior to what we find in the fumons works
of the great poets. On examination, the manwseript was found to con-
tain the following ten Ripakus :—

Srapmavdsaradulla.

1

. Praijudyangandhardyand,
A Lancharitra, ’
4. Chdradatta.

5. Ditaghatolkuarha.

6. doimdraka,

7. Baluacherita.

8. Mudhygmaoydyoyu.,

0. Karnabhira.

10. C?v’ubhanga.

Besides, there was also an eleventh Kipuka just begun hat abruptly
left unfinished towards the middle of the reverse side of the first leaf.
During a subsequent tour, from one Govinda Pisharodi, an astrologer of
Kaildsapuram, near Kaduthurutti, were obtained two Natdkas of a simi-
lar character, named Abhishekandiake and Pratimdndtaka. It was sub-
sequently discovered that the Palace Library also contained a manuseript
of each of these two works. All these manuscripts written in Malaya-
lam characters were on palm leaves, probably three or four centuries old.
Thus were obtained twelve or rather thirteen Ripakas, neither seen nor

heard of before.
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i INTRODUCTION,

Ttis ustal in Ndtakas to begin with Nindi and then to state
frE AT '. Dut the Ndtakas in this collection, as n rule,
The conduct of the  hegin with the stage diveetion, C ARy e qEm
vlags. AW ' aud then the © meangule  sloku > s
introduced.  Again instead of the word Prastdewid, these Nditakas use
the word * Sthapuwne.”  Thirdly in the Natakas of Sidraku, Kéliddsa
and others, in the Prasideand, wmention is made of the name of the
author and of the work= and in ~ome instances in torms of praise. Bui
in the plays before us, in the Sthipand, not;oven the name is brought in
either of the work ot of the suthor,  In the ¢ Bharata Vakya ” or the
closing sentenee of every one of these plays, invariubly occurs the
prayer (— may our greatest of kings or may our king rale the land”.
In all these plays there is at the elose a sentenee aunouneing such and
sueh a NVeitadie is {inished and here the name of the works is given, All
these characteristic features can be made out from the following quo-
tations which form the initial and closing portions of Svapnandtaha and
other plays. The beginning of Srapnandtaka is as follows:—

“ (g e SRR gEane:)

A — o
FEAT-EHANAGIZAEAS TBT A |

IOt A g WA |
cArE R, Bt | @3 Brges At Agmasad st
7 A | 9K | w |
(o)

TEYE SERE oAl ! s |

FAATC—G [TraT
TRERTITSER e FRargmRA: |
TEGER FRANIRE T |
(Freesrr: )
g |

P——,

T o e R B o g R g ARt s s ©



INTRODUCTION,
The ending of Seapnandtabei—
“ (e
gat qrRedal Bualragieed |
AERFETATE! TS Ty a1
THISE: |
TRATTFRAR a1’

P~

The beginning of Pratijadyavgandhard yana—
+

“ (Rreged qa: SRR g
AT — ,
g ITEIEAAT TERAISRIATAR, |
JEERIEG ATEl GRiRARTETE |
(R Sremfganer) W | gaEEd |
(afrg)
Fo—orwa | gl |

il

FATC— | ferat aEa GReg aeg | aveas Ry

& g gwmERaER | e | R frred | A R

TH—us qu et ondgew s B B8 | @ e

s e R ged ued |
FAYTC—ART |
a5 SR sawAIRE awe |

Ce))
qlow | assEad |




iv , INTRODUCTION.
A
go YAR 791 INFEET: )
(Freeprs<tt)
= |

The ending of Pratjjudyavgandhardyana :—
“ ( ALY, )
VAT T W g |
gamft Al F U q@wg T N -
( freprea: &9 )
AT |
sfrrrer TR |

.« ko

The heginning of Pancharet re :—

“(eme q ARy g

R T

AIT— |
Ao g 7w wgHERe |
galAr smghfie: @ warg Rogaasierg: | @

() qrAERAA, REman® | oo frgwe A A
T T 5T g | e | wmarhr |

(ae2)
A& FEITET ALY |
AT —ag g |




INTRODUCTION, v

wgR: A sfe sy g |

| 78 FATITAT T T4 1|
% (Fresrear:)
4 T | 7

-

The ending of Panchardfra:—

ron —
9 qEAEn FEUAsh a9y |

o e g0 aeftEa ||
Tt —

A& g AT T YOLAVAT JAIGA |
gasfy B aan: & @ fomfa Rk o

T |9 gEE W AgEFea |
gt 7l F@t T S@wEg T )

(Fewmar: a%)
AR |
Fafad gy |

The beginning of Chdrudulia -~

“ (A e SRy gRa)

A — [@F00g 1 Wﬁ?@ forereaee SUTEI gHaTe-
qafRgwEiErg R Tmay Re ¥ ol | (@) e dg
afeme sy [Roug GRer Afar w AR | od owwr gy 9@




¥ INTRODUCTION.

yREf® | (FreEeE) S SRtTRaEHEERy THl USeHHITgT-
=4} foret wreay goT@AS Rt qReww=R areaeaerso | By R
fafar | sy, FewaC Aot Ao a@ie Tty | w2l A |

AN — sl g | oAl RRer g Ry e |

A — orzy] i el sl R A & wrgwE |

A — ey |

AT — 3 oft | o Aol afen i |

T —og | gt ue aRamset Fg® |

AT — e | s |

& — iy |

FATC — 04 3a7 g ewarEeg | wedl B

T — g, 13, 3R, qugar wfy |

AT — 0% & oot 38 iy |

T — R o, SFaEE |

AT — () o wo=] wd 3 o Redeg | o
WE 7 TR | 7 FOTTEARBIGA e o =Ry g @
Qe qrfey @y |

qa — A7 WA A R | ggee uRdArng weAy | e
ot afRaR | 3F W o | oSY WA ST oRAl gEn-

o 85 |
FATC — fHoormEel s Ssam! |
T — afwaad o |
AT — % Y |

e b e B ko < s e o T T oonTEL




INTRODUCTION, vii

T |

I — & a| frgg | w0y A S s 99
AR |

T — o aReTEET FoorEm |

AT — &g IOz ! | |

I — T ATAE WYWE!, Q) ge8e eSSy -
for am P |

AT — obagr g e | qo wEwEr @ W alealy)
o T, gAEg oAl | o @ ernREwusn si% 9w ol
o |

A —§ oAy SR | (e

GAIC—F0g ZRETA0 Bt | (froir ) TA AZAAGRT-
T AT AN U AR TR oA AATIE | AT STOH-
AW | (T ) sl Prafad R | sugeaoea T ZREN -

uiifE | weont sfgeed wREEaR | A, T, af, aoger o e -
R | srFer ZfreommEer wfawafa |

( Hd)
oot spoof firaeag & W | aREel g o |
A —
ReRgafs RerEdagtim |
EREATNE PENG AT ||
( Rrexma: )
TqTqET |7

————



viil INTRODUGTION.

The ending of Chdrudatte;—

TR — R 36 otaE Al sraEead sftaReml |
¥H— erqe ! @8 | @ g sifErReEeEyd gRer -
g

MO — 5@ | W g TghRk |
¥4 — g 1g HeFer |

(& fremet )

IFASE |

safad =reg= "

The beginning of Diétuyhatothucha:—

“(AraRy Ta: TRER gave) Z
I —
ARTARHIAFIIOT T2
TREAEATAGRAHC GO, | !
B AEATHAATEG-
T EATITA: |} ‘

TR, Reafr | R frgeg @ Aeeaes aeg f

@ A | ol T | _ g

(Fwr) , ;

QA Rt et a@ ) '

AR — WY AT | T TF SqERAF RS SAwe-

THER Y RIS ATTRI N A TR e FAr-
Ashr=g: | aMR—
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INTRODUCTION. ix

DIECECECIELICEIR
FArsyTEAT R |
aufa: @nfr FEgef
A mREGT I

( freemm: )
T |

The ending of Diituyhatotkachu:—
3 Q
“ gatems— A W Qo] gA SARTe qHeEE |

98 AL FE ST
T wigd wat GarETaRE |
AT §T ASTRIERT
gighn: awgdsal a: waw: |
(af forespream: &)
AR reRsrAaa 0"
The beginning of vimdraka:—
“ (e e A )
LIT—
SRt wrgwd afreRReRmLERa-
AR RraRREarnsnEEga |
SRR CR SR E R HURIGER E RO
A ARATR ARG TgErRmET |

(FramSgeaSE) o | g |



X INTRODUCTION.
(sf)
FH—are | el |

FAC—A | a9 FgawiAahiqge R FaRE garain
W | qg g agEmi |

e o it et L s a2t

A o Ak, s A ;
TAI—AA & Qeafirhoa | |
TH—s=of AT gg I TG | ARy B R gRrenR-
oftet foremaad | . z
(3rs)

o qfw! @Agad TeT WERETd, AE)TEE owe-
s ﬁ

AN —nd | 7 Yo goe—aard e geehi | e,
wofy a3 qRyE WA | SR gegaE & 2
s |

(Fremreir) "

T |7 |

The ending of Aeimdrdhai— e
“ (ATEEEan ) :

s,

WA T WAR SEAg | ;
gAY "E TR qeiE: gueg 4@ o j
(Fremmar: =)

9aisE: | '

wftpmorer wEisy: | arsafrEw |




INTRODUCTION, X1

The beginning of Bdlacharita:~—
“ (= T S )
EqC— .
gAY [T FIFA AR g ATAT-
Qamt ot foy: gae: |
FAEAERT: T qEUEY TN I FN
e disematn: HRg 3 1y gRE |

TR, A | o fegeg o g as
@ s | ww ! e
(Fa=dr)
o WAEE |
FATC—Eg RFET |
Tad gegwelt 7 FfeRzfa gAinT F SIaEAng |
78 eft IROFS TR TG 7T GO, |
(fPrmesy)

The ending of Bdlachurita:—

“ (wredErEr )

g ARl R |
TR oo s 0l

TATISE: |
st qEafag

mr——



xii INTRODUCTION.

The boginning of Madhyamanydyoya:—
“(e: SRR GAAIT)
FIIC—

TR, & ASGATEIAIAE:
TR R TAAHEEEA: |
7: Srerafagasa WS
JFERN FAFERIET |
waREfE frrr® | o frgeg AR AgnEss 7t
@ 9 | uw! T
(Rl
Al e |
FAC—3g B |
AgEEERuEw awosd T dxa |
Freae ffdade fafaa qeeaar |
(asr)
Aga! figeaT: |
A& €8 RS | O @Y qveTneanenes 2R-

RO TEaRiEdR s fxea® | a8 §E
qg egaaRgata aEue Jae: | o 7,

A g TRIaEE qa
73] B ffraogee a o |

K

O I UL
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INTRODUCTION, xiii

SAMTIACARG IO 3G
AT T (MFITGR N
(o)
T 17

The ending of Madhyamavydyoyqa:~—

- OfRm R | saemEa ) awl sl | g
TANT FAAAHTSHEERATAN Graraiear: |

Y7 T{AT TNT: G
gt awEr ganm.

O g ash
qUT SgRT AR

(Fregrear: &%)
AegReE ST |

The ending of *Karnabhdra:—
“ oy — o 758 T A | Rregahaad |

TR FEAARRGLAN:

T A A AN F J T |
T RIS

9 FREAR FGETTT 35 ||

AW I G A W@ |

* “Sthipemd” is missing in this Play,




xiv . INTRODUCTION,
&Y — R |
¢ Pt ) .
ForareREeaT o

The beginning of l?rubhcmga:-——
“(arara aq: SRl g )
R —
HeAguraet SEgS@l MAATRSERT
TR AR, |
0 T WERnal 3% g
AW TG T G WG 9 I |l

TR, Rl | o frgeg afr Ao gsg
@ AT | ol v |
¢ Sasy y
oy & @l Ty
FAIR: —97g e |

ers

e ¥

The ending of I?rublumna:——
‘R —
AT FEAIA TR

. - oot RSP CSRARTRE A o,

':»"I
|




INTRODUCTION. : 44
T —
FIOTEAw & ey oy |
ATETHT —

TRIST AR TEEEEToTT-
Tt oig A e a1

( Freprman: g9 )
SR FARTER |

The beginning of the Ndtaka (of unknown name):~-
(s T iy gEaG)

AR —
g TAGYET ARG q T |
g wgfRf qgaEEeE @ |
TERAE RAyman® | ey nﬁﬁiﬂmﬁﬁﬁ
R | ol TR |
(Fued)

W+t AfRTOREAn | AR A AT
T — g Bl
Feqa SraRTEmn A qeey: &g |
R ArRewEt g g i
 ( freEm ) '
L



xvi INTRODUCTION.
( 5@ sty wegwE: )

q A wfREleEan | AeRet gaE angafy — s
wRufi: ag wERgheeT | araeal @ g gl | o o
TS gAlad g9 ey | 1 O, '

IR g fraggesar:
TRAAMCE TRAHCT: |

sitar, R R
REAAEH T T TATE: |

( T sl g )

Faya: —

IR & gad @gy
e TonEaiae aEer e |
TR LTS AR
TEFTTEADR FE 53T |

FISTRI! ~— TG AER: | ARG G QIR
v, | ,

Tt — e L | SR e |
FISTHIT: — TARAR qgre: | (Froswe: )

gt — oredll St e —a AvwEAR (ot
for) | svwgaTEE % IMARRGRAR | Begie—aem,
qead: | A Wi | aeeiEg, W SR
i | st sifared | afveg v, weRITeR | frar] st
T | ARG 7 T | wige! ST | SR v, -
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e | ol gviadaat] qfwal v | A [ adgEen |
4 aRTeg A | 9AE B0 NRNEEED | (shra) SR T
gramAreaar, | gl e @war A | wigel CagraaAta-
ar | e denadRdt! st wawd ) W A adatn | Svara-
at werd: | R BfRR RS @ g | R e |
L m” .

The heginning of Abhishekundtaku:—

“( == ag: sl gIw )

7
i
o

T

e —

I mRgTTEREETEEr
2 33 RrergaoEtdesr |
; EQIGRI Gl e re L e i

9T | @t AR getiesar |l

—ETTT T Ve,

’;; TIARRAT, A | (vforersma) A4 fAegag a@
‘ e Teg 57 s | ol Ay |

(e )

gfal zg @ |

CoT T EmRERAeT 1 T

w9 |7
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»

The ending of Abhishelandtaba:—
“( weaaEaq )

WIRIAT AT TWAH JAFAG | ;’
gAY 7t et (e TG T ) |
( frowrean: &9 )
AEIISE: |
RS AT

The beginning of Pratimdndlaka:—
“ AR qa: Il g
AT —

diava: aig gHEgE: GHiaNH: gEesnu |
At anrEafAar Year Ao weersaEd: |

(Feanfaganae ) o] gaeare |
(sfrs)
T — o gerfy | "?
T — ] AR aRenen e Mt arEa |
qf — o] qg | (W)
TN — A, B #9,
N giRy et srafgwafe gaeen |




INTRODUCTION, Xix
9ol )
) eyl
AT — Hag {71 |
R e ARa ARl
( Foremr=sir )
e |

The ending of Pratimdandiehi—

“( e )

‘ A9 YA ST YA GAwa: |
! JA| BEE[ GG ST [ ST q

(fremrear: @)
aARAISF: |
afgreEs gaeg

/ Besides exhibiting a struetoral similarity, these plays also contain,
as the above quotations will <how, several puassages

Mutual resemblance

dmonge the plagx, in common e, g, the sentenen, “mﬁﬁ(m TR~
afy | o frgag 9 REmal o g7 g | o] wal

is found in all plays exeept Pratijné, Charudatia, dvimdraka, Pratimd
and Karnabhdva. Again the Sloka:——

‘gt AEHTI RRafreAgree |
wEfreRrETETE TSR T o



XX INTRODUCTION,

appears as the Bharata Tdkya both in Svupnandtake and in Bdlacharita,
The passage,

RS M AR AT |
gAY AE He@i Ysdg: sareg T

ig geen in the plays, Pratijnd, Avimdraka and Abhisehka, and the latter
half of the Sloka ocenrs in Panchardtra also. The practice of suggesting
names of the principal dramatis pevsonm in the benedictory verse is
alike in Pratijnd, Punchardtra, Pratimd, and Svapnandtaka, The Sloka:~

“Rrdla aRisw adiETEE e |
wERgeTay 2SRt T 1)

appears in the first Actof both Chdmudatia and Balucharita. The pass-
age, “1F qamlia e TRARET R oceurs in the 6th Act of Svapna-

ndtaka and also in the 4th Act of Abhishekandtaka. The part, ¢ ﬁa{ﬁa
G " of a Sloku is soen in both the second Act of Pratimd and in the
sixth Act of Adbhishekandtuke. Many move points of similarity of this
kind can be observed in the plays.

As indicated by these points of close similarity, it is very likely

that all these plays are the work of the same author.

mtf‘;‘i,:;,‘;f“““““" " As neither the name of the author nor that of the
work is mentioned in the Sthépand of these plays, it

seems to me that they must have heen written befove such a practice came
intovogue. Huving regard to the various pootic oxcellences which will be
hereafter noticed, I should think that the author was a great poet of
antiquity and of wida ronown. What we have till now known as
.S’uapnavcisavadultu:‘ though only in name, from ancient works of such
great authors as Achdrydbhinavaguptapdda and others may in all proba-
bility be the same work as this Svapnantdaka, which is perhaps only a
emtracted form of the full name; for, in Svapnandtaka, we have the des~
eription of prince Tutsardju’s dveam about Visavadattd. These con-
siderations make mo regard this series of plays with unusual appre-
clation; for it ix well-known that Svepmardsavadatia which was till now
thought to have been lost for ever was composed by the great poet

e ek« e s 8 ez W

B et b
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INTRODUCTION, xxi
Bhdsa as the following sloka of Rdjasekhara in Siktimulidvali shows :—
N
‘ARSI AR Eew |
AT TEHISA TF: ||

This great poet it is who is enshrined in the pa‘x%a,ge in the Prastdvana

of Mdlavikdgnimitra by Kdliddsa, “qfreargrat W mﬁgm -

| R and in the following slokw by Bhatta Banain Harshacharita,

¢ FAIRFAR ARG |
AU B W JAFORT I

These Natakas are thus seen to be the work of Bhdsa as the epithet

“ﬁﬁml” by which Bhatte Bdna in the above sloka qualifies
Bhdsa’s Ndtakas applies to these pluys, for every one of them begins

with the stage divection, ‘AR qa: AR g

As the manuseript of Svapnavdsavadatta, the best known of the
series, was moth-eaten in several places and the

cop?‘fsh iﬁ;ﬂ;‘,’,’;ﬁ?pt manusecripts of Charudatta and Kurnabhdra were in-
complete, I tried to oblain complete manuseripts of

these plays, with a view to edit and publish them. With this end in
view, I addressed severat sanskrit Scholars, European as well as Indian
Many of them replied to say that even these manuseripts, however incomn-
plete, of Bhdsa’s Natakas which had long heen regarded as lost, were in
themselves o very great acquisition; hut fortunately, I was able to ob-
tain a completo, though not correct, manusevipt of each of the two plays
Svapna and Pratijndyaugandhardyana. This was from my esteemed
friend, Pandit A. Anantacharya of Mysore who was kind enough
to send me a copy of his copy of the manuseript he had ob-
tained from Kerala. At the end of this manuseript copy of Svapna-

ndtaka is written, ¢ SANATGEETT QAT ", This agrees with what we
supposed to be the full name of Svapnandtaka. At the end of the
manuscript of Pratijnandtaka is written the full name, Pratijnayou-
gandhardyana. Atter this, during another tour, T obtained at Hari-
pad, a manuscript of Avimdrake from Mr. Subrahmnia Muttata of
Puttiyal. With the help of these mannseripts, thlee ]n’(u/s bnvo
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already been examined for the Pross, and the others are heing gone
through. Thus Svapruurdsavadatta with the aid of the new manuseript
has assumed a complete form, and T feol fully vewarded for my pains
on this account. I am deeply indehted to Pandit Anantacharya for his
kindness in sending me his manuseript.  When Svapnavdsavadatia was
just in the Press, another munuseript of it was sccured from Krishnan
Tantri of Thazhaman Matham in Chengannur, and separate manu-
scripts of Pv'at}jndg/augandhmviymm and of Abhishekandtaka were also

obtained from the same source.
Doubtless, it is to this Svapnurdsaradatia of ours that Vandya-
ghatiya Sarednanda, who lived about 1159 A, D. of

EOquiry ns to » (Christi wra refors, whe in his Amarakosa-
Phase's aze, the Christian era refers, when he, in his narakosa

tikdsarrasra, says in commenting on the Sloka,

CARTAEEN gt ERTAEAERERG,  IEATE gAY
RudisiueR: onaeess, gduEeld  aeERERo Ry
FO, 2('/:(571//{17:71inmwyuptu/:cicla who lived in the Oth Century A, D.
speaks of Swapnardscradatte in his  Bhavatundtyavedavieviti “ﬂﬂ%ﬁ[

A FG EENHIETIT.  Therein another Natake also is men-

tioned under the name of Daridrachdrudatta. 1 think that it is our
Charudattandtake.

~
Vimana who flourished long before Anandavardhana, the author
of Dhranydloka of the Hth century A. D., quotesin the second Adhydya
of the fifth Adhitarana of his Kdivydlankdrasitravitti, the following

sloka which oceurs in the fourth Act of Srapnavdsavadatia:—

“ qREBAIEARY qranaee Wbl |
FYEIEENE QYo ge W ||
In the very same Adhydyais also quoted the passage, “aq x{'&ﬁ"’%‘@l‘

] H‘aﬁ;", which is the fourth pdda of a cortnin sloka in the fourth
Act of Pratijndyangandhardyana, Tn the first Adhydya of the fifth
Adhikarana of the same work is quoted the sloka,
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“orat afetaft wgeRedal
8 g Rgag: |
TR (AARETTATING
fistfs: waft Hegarade: |17
which ocours in the lirst: Act of Chdrudattandtuka, The former half of
the sloka:—

“Rvadta ST aSdtarEd o |
gegETaay effiswed war |)”

which ocecurs in the first Act "of both Bdlacharita and Chdrudatte is
quoted by Dandin of the 6th contury A. D., in the second Parichchheda
of his Kdvyddarsa:—

“Rreqdia qRIsEIR FadtaEd T |
gAY REgST TR 1)

y N -
The Aryd,

QYIRS AATGR EEuaE (1) |
TEIA | T GIAE N @I

is quoted in page 152 in the 3rd Cdyata of Dhvanydlokalochana as
being taken from Svapnuvdsavudatie. But I should think that this sloke
is not from Svapnavdsavadaite, for it is found in none of the three
manuscripts of ours. Besides, this sloka apparently signifies the spring-
ing up of love for a lady at first sight. Tt should he citlier for Vésava-
dattd or Padmdvati. -But it could not he for the former, for the
troubled thoughts of a lover for his far off lady appear in this NVitaka
only long after a happy weédded Iife; nor could it be for the latter, for,

- she was offered to Vatsardja even withont his request at a time when he

was much afflicted with thoughts of Vdsavadatta. This surely could not
be the oceasion for deseribing his love for Pgdmdvati, Tt is thus seen
that this Sloka could not find a place in Svapnurdsavedaity, Hence,



xxXiv INTRODUCTION.

we could not infer that this was an omission in the readings of some
manuseripts owing o the Vatals having crased from circulation. Again,
in the explanation of the 85th Kdriku of the 6th Parichheda of the
Schityadarpuna, the Sloku :—

“grgrerfand aca! a9 wRd T oA |

a9 ENATRTATER IR |17

is quoted from Bdlacharita as occurring therein. But, this Slokz may
very likely be taken from a Bdlacharita relating to Sri Réma, for the com-~
mentator of the Sa@hityadarpaia, in explaining the above Sloka adds that
it is addressed by Parasurdma to Sri Rama. And so it is that this sloka
is not found in our Balacharita which relates to Sri Krishna.

Bldmaha, in the fourth chapter of bis Kdvydlankara illustrates
Nydyavivodha as follows:—

« Afrliggueaer TRT TERATE |
T FRT: THRTHIEIREA || 2o i

wﬁmmﬁwmﬁfzﬂl

TR I3 T AR @ mag | 28 |
afy AR T iy aEiEy |

oE g AbEAr Aui WRE AR R 18R )

T TRIFEH AARRTARRL: |
wifr IRe@Ra TR w1 93 1)

ERISAT AW W& q% O far
MgR MR B EXaa: | 9 )

s RIS RT |
CFTFTRO 9 gaeT: LN % Ul

TSET T RgEA At wafery |
MEREENRT qafa TERT: I 98 ||
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FHaq qrer =wm e = |
3 ¥ arsfy 78 g F4g aq |l go |17

The subject reviewed by Bhdmala above, is 9ee11 in its entirety in Pra-
tijndndtikd. Moreover tho Prakrit passage, “aior "R AR @

«oloT A fa'{l, SUYeT {H gi?” in the first Act of Pratijndndtikd is

quoted in the form of verse, K Easéﬁ HA HAr /A g3 foar \q
by Bhamaha, in his enquiry on Nydyavirodha. The namo itself of thoe
Ndtikd is not mentioned by Bhdmaha, probably on account of the Natikd
having been. well-known in his days. The subject of Bhdmaha’s
enquiry is found in the DBrihatkathd also, This should not
lead one to infer that Bhdmaha had Brihatkathdé in  view, and
not Pratijndndtikd; for the passage, “ ﬁﬁq a7 quoted by
Bhdmaha occurs in Pratijnd, while nothing authorises us to infer that
the same passage occurs in DBrihatkatha. The fact however is, as we
will show presently, Brihatkathd was written only after the age or
Bhdmaha. Bhépahdchirya, it scems to me, must have lived long priof
to Kdliddsa. Tor while he mentions such names of poets and poems
as  Medhdvi, Rdmasarma, Asmakavamsa, Ratndharana, Achyuiottara
all unknown to us, he has never mentioned the name’ of Kdliddsa of
world-wide fame or any of his works of supreme excellence. But had
Bhdmaha ever seen the poems of Kdliddsa, he would have of course
mentioned them or made them also asin the case of Pratijndndtikd,
subject of his criticism. Bidmaha in his YRR (enquiry into
poetic conceits) speaks of tho fashion of making messengers of clouds,
wind &ci~—

SRR, AT 3T SIRAFARAE: |

quT FAERATRATRgwEa: 2R
AT SSTHATTA FLEAQTR: |

T SRR IR T IS el
IR NN AT §F A |
wmmgﬁiﬁ(ﬁ qg=aR lleell

(Bhamaha's Kdvydlankira, Parichehleda 1 )
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TFrom this, we cmmot conclude that Bhémaha was conversant with the

poem, Meghmlum, for then we could as well infer that he knew also
of Sukasandesw written by a poet of yesterday. Hence, I think that,
by theso slokus, our Acluzrz/u only teaches us generally that the fashion
in some of our Kévyas of lovers sending messages through such inani-
mate objeets as the wind, the moon, the clouds and such living
inarticulate creatures as the bee, the Chakravdka and the parrot is not
desirable on occasions when the sender of the message is in a state of
sobriety, Bearing in mind this instruction of owr Achmya, Kaliddsa,
with his keen sense of poctic propriety observes, m defence of his
messnge through the cloud, at the hegiming of .leeghadum _—

“Sqmeifafeeneal afga: § 9
[T & TgEOn AT rqee |
ARG, TOFE T
FART @ sFRsAETRay |

(gaA. )
Thus it is seen that Bhdmahe lived much prior to Kdliddse. Again
in the pasmge, “WWWTW” of Meghadiita,
Kiliddsa speaks of the aged villagers of Avanti, clever in velating the
story of Udayana. This may lead one to believe that the old villagers
of Avanti at the time of Kéliddse might have seen Udayana in their
younger days and that Udayana’s ago must be only a little earlier than
Kalidisa’s, Tt o, how can Blimaha's priority to Kdliddsa hold good,
sceing that Bhdmahe does not even hint at Tatsurdja's proximity in
time, but speaks of him as a character of remote history or romance ?
But this is not =o, for, in the Prasidrand of Ma"lavikcignimz'tm, Kilin

ddsa speaks of Dhdsw “of wide spread fame”; “ gfiaarat qffﬂ?fﬁ'
gEOARl  TEe AR adueEe:  wkee At &9
FEA: " wnd he regards the works of Bhdsa as belonging to a very

“ancient date, ** JTOIHRT T WY W A MR WA Taery .
This means that, in the course of a long period, Bhdsa’s fame had been
gradually growing until in Kidlidésa’s time it reached its summit; and
several centuries should have intervened between Bhdse and Kdliddsas
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to justify such language. It is certain, thercfore, that Bhdsa is far
anterior to Kdliddsa and Udayanais still farther removed From him.
Hence, Udayana, the hero of Bldsa’s Ndtaka, has not the shghtesi;
chance of being placed a little before Kdliddsa. Tho p assage, “ ggaa-
ﬁﬂlﬁﬁ{mmﬂ\’ means really this: that the old vﬂlngcls having
heard of tho ancient romantic stroy of Udayana of their own village are
fond of telling tho wonderful tale, as all old men are; and not that they
have seen Udayana. Thus Bhdmaha’s long priovity to Kéliddsa is
confirmed. Again, B/Lamaha in diseussing in his Kdwydlankdra the
form of o Kathd and an Akl ydyikd does not mention Brilatkatha which,
grom the peculiarity of the Kathd, descrves montion in that connection
and to which Dandin under the same topic in his Kdwyddarsa vofers,

gt TR T TEEar
I should therefore conclude that, at the time of Bhdmala, Brihathatha
had not come into existence. Only after Bhdmaha’s time, those
wonderful and interesting stories were culled from Itikdsas, From Sva-
pravdsavadatte and other Kdvyas and from foll-lore and woven hy
Gunddhya with additions of his own into that treasure house of storics
called Brihatkathd, Gugw?dhya was a contemporary of Silivahana, the
founder of the era of that name. Bhdmaka's date being thus ecarlier
than ’Guna?clh ya's goes back to the first century preceding the Christiyn
ora. The author of our Ndtakas deserving of course a date much earlior

than that of Bhdmaha, must nocewmly be placed mot later than the
third or second cen’cury B. C.

Again, Vishnugupta (alias C]lwnakya or Kautilya) the great pro-
pounder of pohfncs, a contemporary of Chandragupta i3 known to have
lived in the fourth century B. C. In his Kautiliya Arthasdstra, whero
he tells us how, on the eve of war, ministers and priests should hreathe
spirit and enthusiasm into soldiers, he obscrves,

g, vt wEARAf T, TR wshe-
e R, ReAvagyE Hmsra@mm TR ‘A &
el AR, ey S waw |

‘o, AT = A R qEa Qi |

WO e A AT ggay Res: 1)
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‘7 o wRe O gieed atmeem
o T AT A T T8 A AGvSEd Fo T A ||

T aPRIRArTgEEdg A

(Kautiliye’s Awthasdstra, Adhikavana 10. Adhydya 3.)

The substance of the passage is : that to the brave is reserved a happy
end; those who loge their life in battle attain that which is won by long
penance and sacrifices. The victorious are ever honoured on earth but
he who shrinks from fighting for the royal master by whom he is fed is

a sinner destined for hell. The sloka “F T which is quoted above
is found in the fourth Act of Pratijndyaugandhardyena addressed to
soldiers to stimulate them to fight. Now we have to see whether this
sloka is borrowed from the ndtake by the author of Arthasdstra or the
other way. When a minister out of policy addresses soldiers on the
nobility of death in battle and the sinfulness of shrinking from fighting
in the cause of one’s master, his works are not likely toibe credited, unless

backed by authority. Hence, the first quotation, U J il Lo
from the sacred sruti., This is followed by two slokas which read as
cited from a source which, in importance is of equal force with the

amritis, Hence the sloka * T T~ could not be the words of the
author of the drthasdsira. Further, the fact that it immediately follows
unother quotation also proves it to be a quotation. For, the previous

sloka AT %’H‘%‘J’ i3 obviously a quotation as the word to which both
G and ¥ refer is not in the slokw, but has to be gathored as
shown by the construetion, from the passage preceding it in the work
from which it is quoted. Again, Kautilya introduces the two slokas

with “oTfig Bt s (meaning “here are the two slokas on thesub-
jeet”) which Lo never does in ¢ases of his own slokas. Such a state-
ment his significance only as referting to & quotation, Further, in
Kdvyas, the authors having an easy and graceful command over words
expross their ideas, scientific or popular, naturally in their own words,
But if ever they quote from others’ works, they do so with an un-
mistakable indication., As there is no such indication in Pratijnd-
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Jaugandhamyam, iri the case of the slokae “7d m," I should think it'is

"Bhisi’s own sloka quoted by Chdnakya, the suthor of the Arthasdstra,
"Tius we see our Bhdsa’s priority to Chdnakya.

In the fifth Act of Pratimdndtake, in the passage addrésséd to
Rdma by Rdvana, one Medhdtithi is mentioned, “ R Wﬁs@'
TR e, A e, MRAl A, AR,
ﬁﬂm“ﬁm, S AR . This Medhdtithi ought to be an

ominent Maharshi and not the commentator of Manu, for he is men-
tioned along with such high names, as Manu, Mahesvara, Brihaspati
and Prachetas. Thus, there is no reason for suspecting the age of
DBhdsa to be posterior to that of Medhdtithi, the commentator of Manu.

The characteristic merits of these Ndtakas ate also in consonance
with their extreme antiquity. The manner of ex-

wg}l:s.m‘“its of the préssion in them is (uite unique; for their language
is 80 clear, lofty and majestic, as well as sweet and

charming; and it is very seldom, if at all, that we meet with such excel-
lencés in works which ave less than ten centiwies old.

1. The sentences are everywhere replete with a wealth of ideas,
beautifully expressed, which cultured minds will highly appreciate.

2. The varied and subtle manifestations of objects in different con-
ditions and environments are graphically deseribed, so as to be realized
vividly by ledrned men.

3. Agdin, our celebrated poet who is always mindful of the Rasas,
nowhere appears to be wanting in brevity or appropriateness of ex-
pression, nor does he fail to use adequate words or to convey proper
meaning, so as to suit the sentiments expressed.

4. It cannot be said that we do not meet wiﬂx, in the works of one
or two very famous poets, sweetness of expression or ease of language;
but those qualities seeth to -have' attaitted perféction in these dramatic
works. That these dramasissued forth from the mouth of the poet as
freely as bredith itself, will bé apparent to all learned men, on esamina-
tion, In every way , it appears to me that the elegance of diction as
well as exposition in these dramasis only a different but a more pleasing
form of Rishistiktis.
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On g close study of every one of these Ridpakas, the various merits
herein detailed and even more can be easily dicerned by learned men,
To illustrate every one of these points would require a detailed explana-
tion and elaboration of ideas which would far exceed the short compass
of an introduction. Hence, I do not desire to do so, but shall only quote
a fow slokas from every one of these Ndtakas, just to illustrate the flow

of language.

The following verse taken from Svapnavdsavadatta is addressed
by Yaugandhardyana to Vdsavadattd who was sorely afflicted at being
asked to get out of the way, in the forest, by Padmdvati’s attendants:—

“qd AT TRNHTE-
=g ARy gAfeEe g |

FERAOT ST TRASATAT
. TARUTERT TRl ArgaRE: 1|

(Anka 1. sloka 1.)

The saying of Vatsardja illustrates that a kind reception should
meet with equal hospitality:—

“pomet a7 ferRTTeT AR T e |
FAR: oW AF AFEREG o 1|7
(Anka 4. sloka 9.)
The necessary results of labour are thus exemplified in Pratijnd-
natika:—
“ FIgTEREET FeER
AR G IR |
AR aaT: el I
(Anka 1. sloka 18.)

The following are the essentials of a bridegroom according to
Muhdsena:—
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Uz qlaeged TaAAfEE R A
qa: g 9EU® on /Y oA, |

qar &Y e 7 @g o SR
qar fafgd 7 & 7 oRawear gae=: |17

(Anka 2. sloka 4.)

The feelings of o bride’s mother are thus portrayed:—

“ SEAARTA & G AR 7T |
iR e gfan @ W |

(Anka 2. sloka 7.)

M v The anxicties of a preceptor in reference to a: pupil, are described
k precep pupil,
4 by Drondchdrya in Panchardtrai—
© Y ordfte SrEeE fe
(y
RS R |

s fage wng: 17
(dnka 1. sloka 18.)

The next sloka brings out the fear of Yudhishihira, lest the vices of
Dhartardshtras should be imputed to them:~—

4 g W@ AR A
AR FYER AR

RO ST
FreeaRerT R, 17

(Anka 2. sloka 8.)

Virdta's praise of & watrior's deeds is contained in the following
sloficy v
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“ qriRaEr R Aed ST Fom |
FwETaRAl g Amaed aaar 1"
(Anka 2. sloka 28.)

Hero is & description of darkness as given in Chdrudatta:—-

“ GETRUAISEA WA
Famed ff = gera |
A B wASIIR
St qa wTR aa i )

(Anka 1. sloka 20.)
The thoughts of a thief are here described:—
4 oy ST, AT
afirg EETERERTAT |
Toe W AR AW e
W g & AR 1
(Anka 3. sloka 7.)

The following are Lhritardshira’s words of sorrow at Abhimanyu's
death, taken from Ditaghatotkacha:—

“ Rl FRRERHRT, RO |
T 9N HERdt w4 q afar gm0
(Sloka, 17.)

Ghatothacha’s retort to Duryodhana is given below:—

“7 g IR g, SRR e
R 7 qur ¥1g: & TSy fraE |

T 9 gaad ¥l 39 SRl e

. Rgaagfsrga=m oo 7 § a1 ”

(Sioka 45.)
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The heavy respousibilities of a king and a minister as doscribed
by them respectively are found in the following:—

it qRe e afERRR Siwe wag
Tesrdt YN FgTeTnY SeanT w9 |
I DB WEAAAHIET Sfraeer
A FaiRerar kR g7 i anfms: )7
(Anka 1, sloka 12.)

“afg} FEM SRR o N
ot frag gREAREY STaR |
HATAT ggn FogEgar Jufifn
e quew afeageRamn Fgem |
. (Anke 1, sloka 6.)
The commencement of the night is deseribed below 1~
“ sagEadRER RTAgAR
qurar ggHARTEEEE: |
GERF R IRFTER
e T A |
(Anka 2, slokw 13,)

The suprems efficacy of Fate is shown in the following verse:—

“y3 F AR T feR FsT AW
F a T Bl T R HE |
Fa: o gegar vadE ot
R ARTEs wERR |

_ (Anka 3, sloka 12.)

Bffocts of darkness (from Bilutharita) are heve depictedi-—

CgFTRT g7 R TATHN 37 FAT |
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ghfiee aFer g waReEE: | :

(Anka 1, sloka 162)

“ gRufngNg N azg Peltsarwet |
Guregeugen vhafEven sy A o7
(Anka 3, sloka 19.)

The henedictory verse in Madlywnavydyoge runs as follows:—
NI ST ERATA: :
6 & FFAHEERAE: |
7: Neafrgasen s
Jgdterw AR ||
© (Sloka 1)

o i £ e e S

Here we have the description of o Rékshasa:—
“ Rierer: ey g Rt ?
W BaEt freafegddffesa | '
FERT et TSRSt
goash IS Ageaegdl SIEERe I 11"

(Sloka 26.)

Here is Karna’s reply to Salya who objects to the giving away of
his armour and ear-ring (from Karnabhdra) =

“ e i TeBly FreviaT
GBI [Mafea mzan |
WS AT T TRy
T ¥ a9 9 73 fel
(Sloka 19.)
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The description of Duryodhana who had fallen down with his thigh

broken (from ﬁrubhanga) is contained in thiy verse:—

“ sl ST SEROTEPEEs-
FIRYTETYS! o TR |
FiRsyanae RaTras: gt agt-
TN AT AR gt 1Y
(Sloka 28.)

The sorrowful words of Lakshmana as Sita faces the ordeal by fire
(M) (from Abhishekandtaka) arve quoted below:—

“ g Yo A T gEEEeE qE |
SRR I Aty w9 W

(dnka 6, sloka 21.)

Rdvana’s words expressing that he need not anticipate any danger-
ous consequences from Rdma are contained in:—

“pof wEs: fE) o Ao |
TR &1 GAL AW G Ry 1)

(Anka 3, sloka 19.)

Rima’s utterance in Pratimdndtaka may be noted:—

“omed IR U eI WEER o[
EFERUAAAE AT 692 |
u9Ea REf) 7 @ Ro & AR
@ I ’ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂfiﬁmmﬁm n

(Anka 1, sloka 4.)

The prostration of Rdma at his father’s feet immediately after he
came to know of the royal mandate for his coronation as narrated to
Sita, is described in these words:—

Cga YT qaET SRR W |
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fagh FRA W) Al R & 1
(Anka 1, sloka‘ 5)

The words addressed to Réma by Lakshmane who got extremely
angry at Kaikeyr's conduct ave as follows:t—
“aR 7 wEw TN AE UG 1IT A4 FAY
Taafngd: qalsed 97 aRqan |
WY A B 59 & AW Fafaar
gafifs 58 9% aawsar a1 |\
(Anka 1, slokn 18.)

Bharata’s feelings of surprise at the prospective sight of his own
people may be quoled: -
“ afyafs R fig: o Sedan®n Ty g
taREET 3 A FaahT Ay |
aEy 2fy el sameal AR W Jaa
TRefafrmTeET s & 7 Wt 7 Qo |

(Anka 3, sloka 3.)

Bharata’s reply to Kaikey! may also be cited:—

“ qsrran fitorat A geEsgT
TRy SRR O §e S |
qRATAr: FrHArEn ENEIRR-

e a=an =oe ear g Q@ 17

(Anka 3, slokal6.)
Here is another saying of Bharata: —
“37 grEf AT TG aswoR: |
ariEar § e aEar ag ags |

(Anke 3, sloka 22.)

"
)
:
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The benedictory verse in the work (of unknown name) runs ag
follows:—

“qrg: IAIGIEE AESERET: @ 9 |
s Agfde agasEad | |1

So far with reference to versev. Tha superior excollenca of sen-
tences which ave not subject to the restrictions of versification is every-
where to be observed in these Ripakes. Tt really surpasses in grandeur
the style of other works and iz in comparable, A perusal of the work
will make this clear; henco no ilustrations are given,

There is no path trodden by great poets like Kdliddss, but iy

pionecred by [Bhdsa. Thera are many points of
similarity to Bhdsa’s Works in  Abhijndnasdkuntaly

the best known work of Kéliddsa, who has attained unrivalled fame as
the prince of poets, since the era of Vikramdditya.

Bhasa's followers,

For example, a sloka in the fourth Act of Abhishekundtaka runs
thusi— ’

“egi W EwvET ARE 3T wREd
QLR TEAA T T gAdiafa aeat v |
da AwAEl AN TCTTATSZAT
¥4 TRRARAFARE W Rsreaarg )

There is a similar verse in the fourth Act of Sdkuntale;—m

“ug F N9 AT A TG aT
AN PrgveaIfy waat @89 a1 vEan |
AR 9 FIIGRENY T HAGET:
¥ AR A TRGE g )

Here it may be observed that there is not only similarity of idess
hetween the two slokas but the very same sweet and melodious exprege
sions, such as ‘Rrgmogary’, f@ea’, ¢ A, ‘8 !, are used
by Edliddsa also. Again in the first act of Biélacharita, the following
verse has refercnce to Devak!, who, having entrusted the child to Vs,
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deva geoms, a8 it were, to procced towards two different directions;
her body going towards her place of confinement, but her mind towards
the child;—

“ gaing aTHEATRT TeB |
qur T G o FegSET g Far i)

There is a striking similarity hetweon this verse and the following
one in the fvst Act of Sdkuntalas—

“aregR gU TR wEf gagEgd 34 |
ity ¥4 qfard dfaae 17

The following line in the first Act of Svapnavdsavadatia, viz.,

“ fagred gRoNER-Hal STmTAEEEn”,

is, by a slight change, rendered thus in the first Act of Sdhuntala;—

“ RareTa T g5 Eea

Similarly, there may be observed several other points of resem-
Dlance between the works of Bhdsu and those of Kdliddsa.

Again, such striking similarities can be clearly noticed in Bhava-
bhati’s works also, on a closo examination. As instances may be taken
mﬁtrey%’s discourseinthe 2nd Aectof Uttarardmasharita which closely
follows that of the Brakmachdri inthe first Act of Svapnavisavadatta,
as also that of the Vidyddhara in the sixth Act which follows a similar
discourse in the sixth Act of Abhishekandtaka.

Again, the use of Dandaka in the fifth Act of Mdlattmddhava bears
a strong analogy to the Dandaka form employed in. the fifth Act of
Avimdraka.

The work, known as Mrichchhakatika which is reputed to be older
than Kdliddsa’s plays not only contains many points
Mrichchhakatika s sy e >

compared, of similarity to Bhasa’s works, but the very same
sentences are taken wholesale from the one in the
other. Thus, several verses and sentences in the Chérudattandtaka are
either literally transcribed, or, are made to undergo but slight altera-

tion in Mrichchhakatika,
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A verse in the first Act of (hdruduttundtake rans thusi—

“ grat TRV wgEREA
£8a1 ARETiE RRTRI: |
MR ISEZIAGUY
st qafy FegaEeis: |7

The corresponding verse in JMrichehhakatiky is the Eollowing: —

“orl ai®: wafy agEREet
€8 graniar Agag: |
areT §id Reegongag
fiorafe: @i Fegands: ||

Again, in the third Act of Chdruduttandtuka, the following slofu
ocours:—

IS BA JRISTER T TETSH
faer gragsadagen qatt gaw: |
AT ANTOTHEHC 0], STHAFER
& Uy G o [ 91 o ae )
The third Act of Mrichehlhukutiku also confains a sloka correspond-
ng to iti=—
“arS: AR W TEO BN qEEER
guIggAIsIAages A1 a0 = |
A FUARATER 9] STAEER
q TPIY ¥R g A W A |

Similarly in the fourth Act of Chdrudatta and Mrichehhakatika
respectively, there are the following slokas: —

“ RuREEaEaTs SIRgEaE ||
i A w11
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“ REaagErst GETAaaE |
T YRR w e TgEeE |17

These are the words of Sitradhira in Chérudatte:—

“ Ry | S TE T e ORERaTd JURr g
TAIRE SRR e xasard Ger ¥ oFai | (sRwea)  S@
T wewe SNty fBoorg W@ fifeEr o AR | o s 3 )
g fen® |

The same idea is expressed in Mrichehhukatike in the following
terms: —

Corrrer RREFRTTEOT GFATFAWTSTE (321 ¥ FIFRIT
fomiond wgE | v S W wger sonfy Ay i R ggfauit
gEifsf o1 AN | (aReamems =) T8 & S0l OE, @ g@aQ® |

At the begiuning of the xecond Act of Chirudatta, there” occur the
following sentences:—

“ iR — ad) T | _
I —omE o BHRr AT wfnd | 5 adt ey 7 |
TR —as | B 7T At |
Similar expressions oceur in Meichehhakutiba also:—
“ qgraaer —e®t | agt A |
Jh —oray ! of B #3® | fF adr @ |
FaFadar — 1% " g |
I —adr T &Y
Again, the third Act of Chdrudatia contains the follbwing:—

“ qregi—are | Hor aEmEgRRed @ | 3,

FEC TSN
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“ P T A | W G A9 TSR AR g
f waed Iwet sl o AR | AN FA AYE WA
ey RA RE o dwg | gfen @ gaeh fyourer e S
s g |

Similarly in Mrichchhakatika:—

“ qrega—oE! o) |1y @y AT M | Ao { awr-
qgRRaG @ | T

“ Rguw—w g gfE S gRd SenR | gRweny aae
q+eliq AOERUT &7 FAies WA | ERUST 1T qawer g3+ Roor-

wraorea st gt ool ggeren® | AUE & s T gee-
gIRFRRE JgRRA Ae 7 = fd & o Qerfg |

The fourth Act of Chdrudatte has the following:—

“ gesrami—ate |t 7w, Rdemead sty | q
e FO HIAA, TR s av 7

Similar words in Mrichehhakatike ave;—

“aften—afd | MR gr T afiew: gel | e A
WA SR it aRkea: |

Another sentence in the fourth Act of Chdrudutie runs u~ fol-
lows s

g —AAATEANARA M, TEAEISERT AW g
R, @ & AT EREE, Rghawal O |
g e |

The analogous passage in Mrichchhakatika runs thusi—

“ gffeR—ariEeeat AR —— m%m{ TeeT a;(&rfﬁa
woed | &g gEae
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Many other analogous passages can be easily pointed out. Again,
the plot in both the plays centres vound Chérudatta. Tt thus Ffollows
that the one should be the hasis of the other. It may, however, be ap-
propriate to observe that (‘hdrudattandtaka alone can be the source
whorefrom Africhehhakatika is derived; for it ix only in latter-day plays
that the work andits author are specifically mentioned. While the
Prasigeanain  Mrichchhakatike contains a deseription of the poet and
hix work, the same is wanting n (‘hdrudatte, which only goes to
show that the former ix of a subsequent date., However, Mrichehha-
katika contains many exeellent passages which arve not met with in
Chérndatta.  Heuee, the proper inference seems to be that the short
play of Chérudatic has heen amply enlarged by the addition of fine
passages, which renders the plot even more interesting, and has, under
the name of Mrichelhakatika, become famous as the work of Sidvaka.
Thus, M richelhakattka heing almost another version of Chdrudutia, it is
ut proper that learned men should vegard it asa very ancient work
and its author ax belonging to a very remote period, under the false
impression that he is the original author, though his work simply con-
sisted in rebuilding with old materials. There is no authority to
sav that  Sidrake must have lived prior to Kdliddsa, but itis certain

that e ix a predecessor of ) dmaia, the author on Rhetoric for he.

expressly says in his Kdvydlankdrasttrarrittism—

e TSI (Rrreergmen) AT TS €34 17

Thus, it ix elear that the poetical eminence of Bhdsw has been the

mainstay of poets like 7 liddse and Sadraka.

Here and there in these Ndtakas, are to be met with, eertain forms
Certniu peeular Whiclr are repugnant to the strict rules of Grammar
e, . .
und Rhetorie,  They are like the followingi—

{. oy 7 B R ORAR Y (Seap. dnda 1.
" “' ng‘gjﬁ ‘FFT‘?T ]” (:‘s’raluut. Anla ])'

3o “HIGIRER AT AHOEAN N (Sep, Anka 1)

o
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¥ ¢ errRa N RS 1 (Prijud, Auka 4)
\, “m CEun) aﬁ% qr | " (Pratijnd. Anka 1.)

. “aEREgSPAN | (Pratijnd. Anka 1.)
o  “mamaREd TR AT 1Y (Prarijnd, Auke 1)
¢ “aunAfiEy R 79617 (Praijnd duk 2))
e R R R R TG |7 (Panedina, uk 2.)
Ro. oA TWH T (Punchardtra, luka 2.)
el eIl Y bkisheka. Lika 8)
IR ot gReaRgR)’ (Abhishera. Anka 7.)

I “ SRl HEAROREHRME,” (Stapna. Anka 5.

The words underlined above have this characteristic, viz., that
.(Itmanepada is used for Parasmaipudu and vice versa, Again, the
plural is used for the singular in AT, there ix no dropping
of ¥ in WE‘U?; while ﬁrﬁ'\ls dropped in FSFR aud HWHI@@L The
F in S F is used only for the sake of completing the line.  These
may, however, be explained away by Pdniniyas, Thus, in the second
example, ¥ may not be taken as a preposition, in the third, Atmane-
pada need not necessarily be used; in the fourth, the expression may e
taken as a Bahuvrihi compound (egmaTerEfsal: g iy A ).
In the sixth, ﬂmiﬁﬁ is not always operative, inthe eleventh apﬁj\
may be taken to belong ta the class of T to which ¥ is attixed and fﬁi‘{\
is added on in the senseof ¥TI in the twelfth ﬁﬁf\ is affixed to
HAGETEE and is generally dropped; in the thivteenth, & may be used
in the scnse of &, and the rest may in some way be explained by resort-
ing to m- TIn truth, it is no fault of our venerable poet who is a
perfect master of the language and who lived long before the time of
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Chdnakya, the contemporary of Nanda, not to have followed the rules
of Pdnini who was only a pupil of Varshopddhydya, another contem-
porary of Nanda; on the other hand, it only adds grace. to its extreme
antiquity. 1t is also possible that some errors might have crept in, as
these works which were out of circulation would have ‘passed through
the hands of several unlettered scribes,

In the sume way, even the defects pointed out by Bhdmaha in

Pratijndndtikd, to which we have already referred, may be explained,

Bhdmaha considers it extremely improbable that such an illustrious
king as Vatsardje would have been unaware of his enemies’ stratagem in
resorting to the fictitious elephant, either through the absence of spies
or the negligence of his ministers; or that he would not have been mur-
dered by his infariated enemies, while he was alone and had fallen into
their hands or that he could not have distingnished a fictitious elephant
by day. The first statement does not rvequire any serious refutation,
for it is quite possible that even a far-sighted king, with all his spies
and his devoted and efficient ministers, in his great eagerness for ele-
phant-hunt, might disregard his ministers’ advice and proceed alone in

haste,

Agein, a prudent and generous-minded minister like Sélankdyana
could well have prevented the attempted murder of Vatsardja on the
grounds that it would be more pleasing to his lord if such a valiant and
honourable foe could he taken captive, and that it would be a very mean
act to kill 4 captive who was already stupefied by blows, It must le,
for thesi reasons, that Bhimahdrhirya refers to the fictitious elephant
ag the last ground of his objections; but on a minute oxamination, even
this is of no aceount, for in Pratijndndtikd, Hamsaka, in reference to
the deception practised upon Vaisardja, speaks:—

“ ) RET e AN MDA ABFFETSIA FI0UTE-
vﬁmmmn’é%ﬁwﬂn%ﬁrmﬁamﬁﬁa@qm
gav et RE @ Remaromfsse=r 17

Vi,
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Ttis clear from the above passage that the place wheve the fietitions
black olephant was posted, was covered with such a dense forest of sdla trees
that it was hardly possible to distinguish an elephant. While even the exis
tence of the elephant was loft to be inferred only through the tusks, it
were hardly likely to conceive, even by day, that it might possibly be a
fictitious one. It is, however, clear from prdtijndndtika that ¥ atsa-
rdja’s elephant-hunt must have taken place about mid-day. From
this, Bhdmaha concludes that, however dense the trees might be, even
there, darkness cannot co-exist with mid-day light, that it is thus im-
possible that an elephant could not be distinguished owing to the density
of sdla trees; and that such a statement is & mere exaggeration.
On the other hand, it seems to us that actual exporience shows that there
could be total darkness on account of the density of sdla trees, in spite
of broad day-light. If, on the other hand, as narrated in Kuathdsarit-
sdgara which iz a close copy of Brihatkathd, cvening twilight had
begun to set in, Vatsardja’s crroncous impression becomes more probable;
but this ingenious statement does nowhove appear in Pratijadndtika,
and it is quite possible that the author of Brihatkathd might have con-
ceived this statement for the sake of repelling Bhdmaha’s criticisms and
Somaderabhatta having come across it in Brihatkuthé would have in-
serted it in his own work, Kathdsaritsdgarat. Everything has thus
been rendered clear.

That there was a very wide circulation of Bhdsa’s plays in Kali-

. o . . ‘
Want of circuls- ddsa’s time is evident from his own statement ‘nfdg-
tion. + ?
on T AERNEHRGAATR ", On the other hand,

its cireulation had become extremely rare during the time of Sidraka.
Thus is to be accounted for the readiness displayed hy Sadraka
in  Mrichchhakatika to collect together the various sentences to
be found in Chdrudatta; hence also #he wide circulation of Mrich-
chhakatika which is merely an adaptation of another’s words. These

* [[. Lambaka, IV. Taranga, XVIIL Sloka.

“ MATITANTAEI, GPATRI & |
7§ we T AEREHaeEd U
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plays have thencoforward gradually disappeared from circulation
and have now become extinct. How is this to be explained? Not,
indeed, by the absence of merits, for it has already been shown that the
works are so exuberant with rich ideas and are couched in such felicitous
language, as to attract the emulation of poets like Kaliddsa.

Nor oan the existence of the aforesaid irregularities of language
which are not capable of an easy explanation possibly be the reason;
for, even ata time when Pdnini’s Ghammar which has become 0
famous with the aid of such works like the Vdrtika and Mahdbhdshys has
nttained a very wide currency, when again, there have come into exist-
anee authoritative works on Rhetoric composed by Medhavin, Bhdmaha
and others, and when scholars have imhibed the habit of closely follow-
ing them, similar irregularities are met with here and there, as in Kdli-
ddsa’s works which have in no way become less popular on that account,

Nor again, can it he duc to the omission to mention the poet’s
name, for Rugluvamsa, Sisupdlavadhe and other works wherein the
anther’s name is not mentioned, have a wide currency.

Hence, some mysterious reason must he assigned for their non-
circulation, on the strength of which must he explained the total
disappearance till now, cxcept in name, of works like the Sungrahu
of x'iz'ltrirya Tyddi and the Brihatkathd of Guunddhya.

The simultaneous acquisition of & numnber of Bhdsa’s very ancient
works which have long since heen given up for lost, will not fail to be the
source of ustonishment und delight to all the world, and they will be ro-
garded as an invaluable treasur, by Sanskrit and Archeological scholars.
It further generates in me some hope that many other works of Bhdsa
may be unearthed, for it is nowhere caleulated that Bhdse’s works are so
many in number.

Our profound gratitude ix due to the proprietors of Manalikkara
Matham and especially to its eldest member, the vencrable Sankaranari-
yanar for the invaluble help they have rendered in presorving these some-
what worn-out Lut precions manuseripts which contain a rare collection of
Bhasa’s works, My hearty thanks are also due to the astrologer Govinda

M
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Pisharodi and to Messrs. Subrahmanya Mittatu (of Puthialy and
Krishna Tantri (of Tazhaman) for their kindness in allowing the use of
their manuscripts.

So far, the nature, authorship and the exaet period of these Nita-

kas have heen dealt with. These are the important

Conclusion, &
aspects that have here leen considered, and what
materials there might be For purposes of ancient history can he ax-

certained only after a critical study of these works, und is hence lelt to &

discussed after their publication.  We frst publish Svapnardseraduttc,
«ince it comes first in this collection of dramas and affords the basis for
the determination of the authorship ete, of the other plays.  Pratijndg-
yangandhardyany and other works will alzo be published fn due course.

Trivandrum,} T. (GANAPAT] SASTRI.
11—4-1912, '
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PREFACE.

Following the Subhéishita of Rdjusekara, this Nétake has been
styled ‘Svupnavdsavadatia.’ It ean also e termed Svapnavdsavadattd (£)
or Svapnandtakam (n). Tho manuseript of Svapnavdsavadatia obtained
from the Manalikkara Matham is designated ¥ y that sent by Pandit
Anantdchdrya @ y while that of Krishna Tantri . The differences in
reading between the first two are noted at the foot of the page, while
those of the third are separately mentioned at the ond of the book. The
letters that we have iu.s')erted in the place of those that have been lost
are enclosed within brackets, Wherever auy letter seems inuppropriate,
it is followed by an interrogation mark, and the appropriate letter is
insorted, the whole being enclosed in brackets, and in the absence of un
appropriate letter, the inappropriate one followed by a quotation-mark
is enclosed in brackets. No manuscript contains the B for Prakri-
tam and we have supplied it with duc care. TFoot-notes are added,
wherever necessary. The differences in reading in T Grantha and the
words which ara lost in ® Grantha hut are obtainad from @& Grantha

are noted in the Appendix (at the end of the hook).

T. GANAPATI SASTRI,
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